THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

understanding that if he tried to impose his authority in
those moments it would be a cause of violence and perhaps
the beginning of a great tragedy. At nine o'clock that day
the Commander of the Central Army informed me that
all the forces of the ist, 2nd and 3rd Army Corps had
left the front and that only the General Staff remained at
its Headquarters. In such circumstances it was impossible
to fulfil the conditions of surrender which the Generalissimo
had tried to impose on us.

From that moment Madrid was at the mercy of the
enemy. Nevertheless all the members of the Council,
except its President, General Miaja, who had gone to
Valencia, remained in the capital. In view of the gravity
of the situation, I called together the Council and told
them in detail what had happened, expressing to the
Councillors my wish that they should immediately leave
for Valencia. I myself should remain in Madrid till the
following day, accompanied by the Councillor for
Communications, Eduardo Val, At dawn on the sSth,
the Councillors Gonzalez Marin, Wenceslao Carillo, Jose
del Rio and Antonio Perez, left for Valencia. The
Councillors for State and Justice, Besteiro and Ariiio,
decided not to leave, preferring to wait there for the
arrival of the Nationalists.

At seven o'clock on the morning of the 28th, when not a
single soldier remained on the fronts, except on the
Guadalajara Front, I gave orders to the Commander of
the Central Army that he should get into touch with
the Nationalists to make a formal surrender, since, as I
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